
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 19 June 2008] 

 p4220b-4220b 
Ms Sue Walker 

 [1] 

MEMBER FOR NEDLANDS — INDEPENDENT PAIRS 
Electoral Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2008 — Personal Explanation 

MS S.E. WALKER (Nedlands) [12.30 pm] — by leave: At 7.50 pm last night I handed to the Deputy Clerk, 
Mr John Mandy, my letter to the Speaker requesting that I be recorded as an Independent pair from that time 
until the close of Parliament last night. I note that the Assembly usually rises at 7.00 pm on a Wednesday, and 
time was extended last night. This morning, I noted in the blue daily Hansard that five votes were taken last 
night on the Electoral Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2008, on which I spoke extensively during the second reading 
stage and in consideration in detail. My name was not recorded in the blue uncorrected proof daily Hansard 
under the Independent pairs for any of those five votes. I want to correct the record and express my concern that 
the request to be recorded was not immediately transferred to Hansard. I have today asked about the procedure 
on that matter. I spoke to Mr John Mandy, who indicated he gave my request to a member of staff in the 
Assembly. That request was not sent until 8.21 am today. The issue for me is that although we get a copy of the 
our speech duplicate to correct, we do not get a copy of when we are recorded as a pair; we are not aware of that 
unless we see it in the blue daily Hansard. Therefore, we do not have an opportunity to make a correction if we 
are not recorded properly. I raise that matter because it is important for members of Parliament to be recorded 
when community members read the blue daily Hansard. I know that the blues are not to be quoted or distributed, 
but of course people look at them, not just parliamentarians—all sorts of people look at the blues, including staff 
members. I wish to make my own explanation in case anyone thinks that I sort of just did not turn up for the 
votes. I did have a pair. In fact, I spoke to the other Independent member who was paired, the member for 
Yokine. He requested a pair and is recorded as an Independent pair for all the five votes. He told me he requested 
his pair just before dinner, and his request was sent off. I raise that because it is important for politicians, and 
important for people in electorates, that when members request a pair, it is communicated so that it is recorded in 
the blue daily Hansard.  
 


